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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh Newsletter
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Dear Tzu Chi Families,

Happy December! It’'s officially the busiest time of the year with
winter holidays rapidly approaching. It is also a great time to
think about being thankful. One thing | am thankful for is getting
to lead this wonderful school, made up of outstanding teachers
and staff; caring involved parents; and students who put a smile
on my face every day!

As always, we as a school community could not be without the
parents’ support and dedication. Please don’t hesitate to reach
out to me or our volunteers if you have any questions, ideas,
comments, or complaints. Your feedback is very important to us.
I It was a wonderful semester and wish everyone enjoy the holi-
days and have a wonderful winter break!
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Important Dates:

s TEMMEAH
School Starting Date
January 7, 2018

o BALP B HF

Chinese New Year Celebration
February 16, 2018

o FEEHE
Last Day of School

May 20, 2018
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2017 - 2018 T2 FE4TE /& 2017-2018 School Year Calendar
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HR B #7 # EAG (Winter Recess)  12/24/17 ~ 1/06/18
15 | o10718 |1 £3R (Class)
16 | 0114718 |1 £3R (Class)
17 | 012118 [1. £3& (Class)
18 | 01/28/18 [1. 3% (Class)
19 | 02/04/18 [1. L3 (Class)
20 | 02/11/18 |1 £ 3% (Class) 2. &3 (Test)
21 | 02/18/18 |1. £3%& (Class) 2. B AU ¥ B #7 F (Chinese New Year Celebration) 02/16/18
22 | 02/25/18 |1. L3 (Class)
23 | 03/04/18 |1. £3& (Class)
24 | 03/11/18 |1- L3R(Class) 2. B . &p # 8 ] B %6 (Daylight saving time begins)
25 | 03/18/18 |1 L3R(Class)
26 | 03/25/18 |1. L3R(Class)
04/01/18 R B3 (No Class) — 487 & (Easter Sunday >
27 | 04/08/18 |1 L3& (Class)
28 | 04/15/18 |1. L 3& (Class)
29 | 04/22/18 |1. L3& (Class)
30 |04/29/18 |1 #A K 3K (Final Exam)
31 | 05/06/18 [1- L3R (Class)
1. #5345 ¥ (Evaluation distribution) 2. 7 # gz % % % (Closing ceremony)
32 | 05/13/18
3. % B 4 % (Last day of School) & B #U#:3#, & (Mother's Day Celebration)
05/20/18 T 4% 1 (Snow makeup date 1)

TE# % B (First Day of School) : January 7, 2018

T 287 I 320FR: (School Hours)

F % 3% (Chinese Language)
253 B (Snack Time)

ASC3E (Humanity Class)

9:30 AM ~ 11:15 AM

11:15 AM ~ 11:35 AM

11:35 AM ~ 12:05 PM

X #.22(Chinese Culture and Arts) 12:10 PM ~ 01:00 PM
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From the Huai Class Yvonne Lin
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Humanity Teaching Wendy Huang

ERBRABAXLRENAEBEB T 0400 TAIHFT L 8 THEEHSE | o AXHEE BRI

INIRABES  HERARFHAETFEE I RE - 2017- 2018@@#Ax%‘iﬁizﬁﬁu%}atﬁuﬁéﬁﬁ
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BE EHE Z2EXE BEAG ARGABLHOTHT -

Pittsburgh Tzu Chi Academy strives to implement a 30-minute humanity class every week. Hu-
manities Teaching is mainly to inspire the kindness of children and to cultivate a good attitude
towards life and character building. The 2017-2018 academic year Humanities syllabus is listed
on Page 5. In the Humanity class, the teacher first uses current event or story to present the
topic. Discussions are used to promote thinking and answering questions regarding the given
topic. The introduction of wisdom phrases called “still thoughts” to strengthen the students’ long
-term retention and achieve character development. Furthermore, Tzu Chi Humanities Teaching
uses a variety of activities such as: tea ceremony, flower arrangement, environmental aware-
ness, and sign language to cultivate the humanity teaching so that every child can Become a
sensible, respectful, and good person who can positively contribute to society.
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Topics of the Humanity Classes Wendy Huang

A |4& B Topics:| |## & 3F Still Thoughts :

i

L | FEARAM S EEE; BRE » A3iEIE o Nothing is easy to the unwilling. No road is too long

A |Diligent for those already on it.
§ 1 § 5 b § % ° The more we do, the more we gain; the less we do, the more we lose.

+ (& SFPEE & AR A% ° A loving person will be loved by all

A |Empathy JBIRB AR A E4F B T ° To forgive others is in fact being kind to ourselves.

+ R E HRAFZ 5B ~ BB > 3RE o Let us appreciate, be grateful for and repay the love of our parents.

— |Gratitude % — B Bk — iy #8.%% © More thankfulness leads to fewer complaints.

A

+ |i7& MIFERE D H— A HOEERAE % K — A ° Count me in when doing good deeds; count me

—~ |Kindness out when doing bad deeds.

A B A A RGBS 89 55 F  Helping others is the way to show gratitude.

— =% AERERER > AR EAEY ° The most beautiful thing in the sky are the stars. The most

A Benevolence beautiful thing on Earth is love and care.
T G 0 4@ HE 402 o Let us cherish and be content with what we have and take good care
of everything around us.

= |1k A% 7 KA K o With more people, we will have more strength and can achieve more.

B |Cooperation . )
RAENEBCT BAAEEMRMYTH ° Don ‘t underestimate yourself, for human beings have
unlimited potential.

Z AR WSARE AR — 0 BEERF ° If we have no focus and our mind can ‘t concentrate, no success

A Perseverance | |ca@n come out of what we do.
H WA LS © A BEMA /1 ° With good intentions come blessings; with strong vows come
strength.

I B 2 % BRMER » KT &#F o With faith, determination and courage, nothing is im-

A Courage possible.
AREFwE  RK iz o0 B A ° [ do not ask for everything to go my way, only the cour-
age and strength to persevere.

% |28 Filial 2 )18 7% A 3% X B2 8 ° Being a good son or daughter is about not making your parents worry.

P' CbA=| BN ~ = = ’

A |Pety /3 RBELF B T > SAEME X B EIE © If youdon' t want your parents to worry, you have to

take good care of yourself.
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From the Heqi Class Jennifer Rowley
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From Students of the Calligraphy Class Yingjie Ling
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W P A R HE R EE
From Students of the Xieli Class Jennifer Lin
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EFREL S RIES EEH
From Students of the Arts and Craft Class Yue-Fang Chang
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From the Zhizu Class Tienxue Yao

ENFIESERF R BT EAMBRGFEIRI)  BAFARRMT —ANEATFEIRIEST - F
£ AL F A ey R RIRE - T A RSN R

This semester in “Zhizu” class, other than the regular lessons of Book 8, we took turn one by
one to do a research project & 10 minutes PPT presentation on Chinese Language, history and
culture. Here are some reflections from our students:

Serena Cheng ¥4+ % fe o R 3 b HAPTA £ 2R 5 fo3, M B — 8 AZRA 7 R IR+ BE 32 48 B &9
El o BB RAMARMTRY 2R, REFBETA N LB REL -

In %0 Z 3, every student did a presentation about the history of China. Mine was about Chinese
philosophers; | talked about each one of them individually including a few facts about them.

Silvia Cheng #/4% F: £ ¥ XROGBHE - BEAR BRI P SXB AG)ER - Rey2 TERA L
BZBI AL B R o BRUHABIFEFZLZE TS REIGER -

In Chinese class everyone did a presentation abut Chinese people. Mine was the 10 most fa-
mous last names. | learned the story of the last names: % - £ » 5k » 8 » R > 4% > # > 55 A.

My favorite other presentation is probably the one about famous places in China. | learned in-
teresting things from that presentation.

Ethan Chen [REFAH: B2 ABY R GBS ELAM T AM PR UL TRHRE. ROREATH
NFEW T B W), W, 85, 4 L, LR, RRILE REFRAELHNATRAEMA T
P45 5] 6 A& Sk foekiE, RABM GGG E B oy3RE 2] B AR G+ =18 & 4815 5 fo 3k -

This semester in the senior class at Tzu Chi Academy, our class did 10 minute PowerPoint
presentations on a multitude of topics about Chinese culture. My presentation was about the 8
major regional cuisines of China. From doing this project, | learned about Sichuan, Hunan, Fu-
jian, Anhui, Zhejiang, Shandong, Guangdong, and Jiangsu cuisine. | found it interesting how
each cuisine has its own special flavor, style, and usage of precise cooking methods. Also, |
learned about the 12 bronze zodiac heads that were in the Old Summer Palace from my class-
mate’s presentation on Chinese landmarks.

Grant Baurle [R k41t : £ 5% — A& F » KA KB 2 —AE oA M T B L Ffo i35 - F352
F55E  BETRLEFTEBLRR - BB TXRAEFHRELHEIL RO BHRZLHERETY
FX R FRRAGF o BPB T EHRXFioAF S Hibehsodk o BfoR R 2P EH T RGRAF
BRSO BER - BN BERN > FofR S AR a4 - RZ TR S 69403k -

Since the 2nd week of school, my classmates and | have been doing PPT presentations on top-
ics related to the Chinese language and culture. On average the presentation took 10 minutes,
and there was a lot of new information learned. | did my presentation on the history and evo-
lution of Chinese characters. In my presentation, | talked about the script changes, the origin,
and the current Chinese character. From my own presentation, | learned about the picto-
graphs, or drawings on stones and turtle shells, and the scripts the characters had evolved
from. From my fellow classmates, | learned about famous buildings and tourist destinations,
cuisines in different provinces, character structure, celebrities, most popular last names, and
so much more. | feel like the presentation were a great learning experience.

Continued on Page 9
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From the Zhizu Class Continued from Page 8 Tienxue Yao

Kelly Dam % E:: ZXAFH4A Tzu Chi Academy 895 %3 » RIVAB M T + 449 % T ¥ E xibwy
N2 o BNBHATFTEHYLA - KF I X LABEE B o AKREFNINBF » RFF—LFEA
o BT bR Ae P E A LR B IR K o

This semester in the senior class of Tzu Chi Academy, we started to do ten minute PPT presen-
tations on a variety of topics about Chinese culture. My presentation is about famous Chinese
celebrities, and | learned about the impact of those idols from my own project. From my class-
mates' presentations, | understood more Chinese foods, particular landmarks and famous tour-
ists sites in China, and much more.

Suzi Huang 3% #: RANFMAERF I XFTROPEHFE » FNFTHT M 10 0HHXTTEX
fefo i & 09 AP ERRG N B - RUNBAXT PERIE - ARANEB T - BFE T LA MEHA
AEB M BRBARRORETREFOIRF RS RME - BEFAGNB > BT 2] T RUAT
R TRRAFFR R —HF P EERFRBRE - HAGERTILRBE TR EEE - §5 FE*
WA TAE Ao T SR E -

This semester in the senior class in Tzu Chi Academy, we started presenting 10-minute presen-
tations on various topics about the Chinese culture and history. My presentation was about
Chinese idioms. From doing this presentation, | learned a few key life advices, and the one
that stood out the most for me was the idiom about not to give up halfway while completing a
task. Through other people’s presentations, | learned new knowledge about China that | didn’t
know before, such as all the different types of Chinese food and sightseeing locations in Chi-

na. All together, the presentations influenced me to want to go and visit China more often so |
can discover more about my native country.

Jasmine Eng 15.% fh: 4 A AR KM RIE B A KA THEE > B ARIET — B F
BT R P B H MO R R - RERNEMANE - FEEERARTNIA > THFAOBK
BERER  HBAME Gl o b BRTOERANEATRT ERET  BHAXFE—, B A
CMAEEETORRER  FHRE LGN G o o Ao 0o ko BSE - BENEH 0 R
Pl EMEETOEM BT B CHAEIAN  BIRLLRSOAERSE RS - AP — B R
ARG R T E L A EE ARG RS YL b X Gt fo b > AR S WU -

This year during Chinese school we were each assigned a topic of research pertaining to the
Chinese language or culture. My topic was radicals the most important part of a Chinese word.
The radical tells you the root of the word and is used to look up words in the dictionary. These
radicals can be compared to letters in the English language as they are the basic building
blocks of every Chinese characters. Some examples of frequently used Chinese used radicals
are the heart, mouth, human, woman, and sun etc. Each week one person presented their as-
signed topic which allowed me to learn a lot by listening to others presentation topics. One
that especially interested me was the one on Chinese celebrities. In this presentation | was
able to learn about some famous Chinese celebrities including many singers like Teresa Teng
and Jay Chou. Learning about these Chinese singers allowed use to learn a little more about
Chinese music and also learn a little bit about Chinese culture.

Continued on Page 10
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From the Zhizu Class Continued from Page 9 Tienxue Yao

Tiffany Young %3 58: A BAXERHOKELHE T KIS BRIEEF— 1'l£"i1’$i‘1’ B xAitfum s
B4R R R - ROMMA T NEFEMH > CHANEREY  EW  BE HF E X A
ﬁ#o“ﬁwﬂ@%3ﬁ¢ BT FEAFLEANTFHFLAK <€’ﬁ%i%¢iﬁ&m
MNBENHNF RN A B X

This fall semester at Tzu Chi Academy, every student in the senior class presented short Pow-
erPoints about Chinese culture and language. My presentation was about Chinese character
structure, which includes pictographs, ideographs, combined ideographs, determinative-
phonetic characters, transfer characters, and loan characters. From the other projects, |

learned about Chinese celebrities, including Zhang Ziyi and Fan Bingbing. Moreover, the most
common Chinese surnames are Zhao, Qian, Sun, Li, Zhou, Wu, Zheng, and Wang.

Justin Yu T%3k: m3E "THEALAZT  TEER, > RILMAREFPHRE  BALETIEHNA
Bo LBEH AREBG BRUVARAEDFWHBERMAUIKRT » LA E T KB R
FmBw ) G RE IR - IR R BRI E B o BB R R A STIBEAK o

From the presentations in class, | experienced our amazing culture. It really makes me proud
of being a part of the Chinese culture.

AL F R
Tzu Chi Academy Parents’ Seminars
SFIMAXLFERBEMT 025G KEH:

Two special seminars were organized by the Academy during this semester :

10/29/2017 AT B4 “ZARARR
89 JEMR A iG I Ty ik

10/29/2017 Dr. Fred Chen on
“Neck and Shoulder Pain—

Symptoms and Treatments”

Continued on Page 11
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From Students of the Drawing Class Shen Sheu, Lei Sheu
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Tzu Chi Academy Parents’ Seminars Continued from Page 10

12/3/2017 & 12/10/17 ¥ k%65
“BLT 09 B R Ao AR

12/3/2017 & 12/10/17 Teacher Ms.
Sing-Ling Tsai on “Parent and Child
Relationships”
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CZEABEAIER
Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh

1333 Banksville Road, Suite #201
Pittsburgh, Pa 15216

Phone: 412-531-8343
Fax: 412-531-8341
E-mail: rwcspgh@gmail.com

# % Tzu Chi

We are on the Web

tcapittsburgh.org

S ERS
Editor : Tong-Chang Lee
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh is to provide the local chil-
dren from kindergarten to high school with quality pro-
gram not only aimed at student's language learning but
also character building. The school will implement Still
Thought's education method to weave compassion, relief,
honesty, and integrity into teaching. We will nurture the
children in a loving and calm environment; motivate them
to learn the Chinese language and culture in today's di-
versified world. A creative still thoughts humanity and
moral-principle course will be added to the curriculum to
foster the children with virtue teamwork, great love, re-
spect, calm, and thanksgiving.

T+ B x{b# Pittsburgh Chinese Cultural Festival

BBALERESFHERNLAEIOA 17T A5 T REEFR LG ED, Students from the
Gu Zheng class participated at the Pittsburgh Chinese Cultural Festival on September 17,

2017.




