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With our first semester underway, | count it both a joy and a

privilege to be a part of the Pittsburgh Tzu Chi Academy family.
To continue the school’s traditions, we strive to provide our
children a happy place to learn Chinese language and culture.
The Chinese culture programs we offer are great activities and
opportunities that are uniquely available to our families.

This year, we have Chinese as Second Language (CSL) classes
for grades K - 8. This is for students who do not speak Chinese
regularly at home. Our CSL program emphasizes conversation
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from the beginning level, introducing reading and writing naturally as the learning
progresses. Passionate and open to new forms of teaching styles, our language instructors
hope to inspire the love of learning and reading Chinese in our students through a variety of
fun, interactive activities.

I hope everyone enjoyed the events we have had so far including Halloween party and Holiday
celebration. For the parents, | want the school to be a place for families with similar values
and a place where you can make lifelong friends. | hope that parents connect with others and
feel a sense of community. It is important for parents to demonstrate to their children, a
commitment to the school if we expect them to be equally committed to learning. Please don't
hesitate to reach out to me or our volunteers if you have any questions, ideas, comments,

suggestions, or complaints. This communication and feedback is very important to us.
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Art and Enrichment Class at Tzu Chi Academy Wendy Huang
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The art and enrichment class is designed for
students from age 4 to 6. The class includes a
wide variety of activities such as art craft projects,
singing and dancing. Each week we have fun
exploring and creating fun items. In the past 13
weeks, we have made paper airplanes which flew
well, paper lanterns for Halloween, a colorful
turkey for Thanksgiving and many more. Through
craft projects along with the singing and dancing
to Chinese songs, we expand the children’s
language learning while having fun. Depending on
the weekly theme, we learn how to say Chinese
words associated with the topic.

This month, our class will be performing songs at

the Golden Living Center nursing home in Mt
Lebanon on Saturday, December 20, 2014 at 10:00
am to help provide holiday cheer for the residents.
We hope that the students can cultivate a

compassionate heart for helping others through
their performance.
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Chinese as Second Language (CSL) Class (1) Carissa Yu

More and more non-Chinese-speaking families are sending their children to learn Chinese at
Tzu Chi Pittsburgh Academy. As a result, in this new school year, the school decided to offer
Chinese as Second Language (CSL) classes for the beginning learners. Since | have been
teaching this level for the past 5 years, the school gave me this opportunity to be the teacher
for CSL | class.

Unlike my previous Chinese language classes, in the CSL class, | speak English to conduct
teaching in the class. As the class progresses, more Chinese phrases or sentences will be
taught. Then, the students and I will only speak these Chinese phrases or sentences whenever
appropriate. This way, students can get familiar with the 4 tones of spoken Chinese.

Examples are:

Very good! ({R4F)

Thank you; you are welcome; excuse me; it's OKGHH » REFR > BIRHE » J4RI%)
Wait a second.(ZF—T)

Say it one more time, please.(G5H:7i—X)

What time is it?(2425 7 9)

I am hungry.GRER T

Sorry, | forgot CEIRHE » FSEE T)

Students in CSL class are new to the distinctive Chinese sentence structure. Therefore, how to
introduce Chinese sentence structure is the other emphasis in the teaching plan. Because the
students are younger (from 5 years old to 7 years old), their concentration duration is shorter.
Hence, nursery rhymes are very useful to help the students remember. Before | teach any new
grammar, | would try to find one or two rhymes. We sing or chant these rhymes for several
classes. After 2 to 3 classes, the students begin to memorize most parts of these nursery
thymes. Then, | will use the lyrics to explain the grammar. For instance, at the end of the
class, we say “AKZZ N HE.” , which is “See you next time”. In Chinese, however, “next time” is
never at the end of the sentence. So, in CSL class, we sing/chant a lot in order to help

memorizing.

That’s a brief introduction of CSL | class. There is a lot to learn and a lot to improve —
therefore, your suggestion is welcome.
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Chinese as Second Language (CSL) Class |1 Li Lan An

English to Mandarin Chinese

We build upon the four language skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing with an
emphasis on speaking and listening skills through daily conversational dialogue. We use the
Go! CHINESE 200 and Hello Chinese textbooks, and with resources from the Internet, the

curriculum becomes more specialized toward the students.

We ask our students to be friendly to each other and emphasize teamwork. We use games
to make our class more fun, and we always get every student fully involved so that every
student is eager to speak in class. Our students set their own goals, and every one of them
is special in their own way. We engage in fun and creative activities, often modifying English
games to include Chinese. These games help us to review material, especially spoken
Chinese.

We have a small group of five students in our class; we use the Chinese phonetic system for
our conversational Chinese. From words, to phrases, to sentences, students learn to
construct their own writings, particularly through Chinese grammar patterns. Sometimes it
can be a challenge, but over time it can produce great results in learning Chinese. We make
sure students efficiently uses class time to learn Chinese.

Each week, students will have homework to practice their skills. We encourage all of the
students to try their best, regardless of their ability. Practice makes perfect, which is why we
strive for students to independently study their materials a little each day.
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Teacher’s Meeting
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F & F#H A S Parent Seminar Announcement

A presentation by Tzu Chi parent Jenny Noland
Warm Lemon Water: A Natural & Safe Way For Daily Detox
on January 18, 2015

It is the holiday season again, the season for enjoying delicious meals. It is great that we get

to let loose and indulge ourselves once in a while but many of us have the concerns about
how our body will handle all the foods we eat. Heavy meals especially can put a lot of extra
burden on our organs, especially our kidneys and liver, so it is very important to follow some
simple and practical rituals to protect these organs from over working. Warm lemon water is
the perfect and simple daily detox routine that everyone can apply easily.

Jenny is currently studying at Institute for Integrative Nutrition to become a certified health
coach. While she has always been passionate about foods & nutrition, yoga, spirituality, and
whole & organic living, she also loves sharing information with people as well as helping those
who are interested in establishing a healthy life style. In the upcoming months in January
(01/18/2015) and March (TBD), she will give presentations here in Tzu Chi to share more
details about lemon water as well as some other health tips.

You are welcome to visit her website and connect with her at http://jennysliving.blogspot.com
for the hottest topics & news about organic living, health, & wellness.
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh

1333 Banksville Road, Suite #201
Pittsburgh, Pa 15216

Phone: 412-531-8343
Fax: 412-531-8341
E-mail: rwespgh@gmail.com

# 7% Tzu Chi

We are on the Web

http://www.rwcspgh.org
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Tzu Chi Academy, Pittsburgh is to provide the local
children from kindergarten to high school with quality
program not only aimed at student's language learning
but also character building. The school will implement
Still Thought's education method to weave compassion,
relief, honesty, and integrity into teaching. We will
nurture the children in a loving and calm environment;
motivate them to learn the Chinese language and culture
in today's diversified world. A creative still thoughts
humanity and moral-principle course will be added to the
curriculum to foster the children with virtue teamwork,
great love, respect, calm, and thanksgiving.

R FGHRBE  Off-campus Activity Photos

University of Pittsburgh Chinese
Nationality Room Fundraising Dinner
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